












senior

Year-by-Year Checklist

SOPHOMORE

 �Review admissions requirements for 
each school and obtain application 
materials.

 �Make a checklist for deadlines. 

 �Take the SAT a second time, if desired.

 �Write an individualized personal essay 
for each college you apply to.

 �Fill out and mail applications and 
�nancial aid forms. 

junior

 �Begin taking as demanding a course 
load as you can manage successfully.

 �Get involved in activities, sports and 
extracurricular programs that interest 
you.

 �Seek out volunteer opportunities in 
your community.

 Take the PSAT/NMSQT.

 �Continue taking a rigorous course load 
and, if you qualify, begin taking AP 
classes.

 �Continue with your leadership 
responsibilities, extracurricular and 
volunteer activities. 

 �Research �nancial aid, student loans 
and scholarships, and speak to your  
family about paying for college. 

 �Fill out the Free Application for
Federal Student Aid (FAFSA).

 ��Take the PSAT for the second time, 
if desired.

 �Study for the SAT.

 �Research colleges you are interested in, 
and request printed materials. Plan  
college visits.

 �Take the SAT and ACT.

 �Make a list of questions you have for 
each school.

 �Practice your college interview.

 �Request letters of recommendation from 
your teachers. 

 ��Narrow your college search down and 
visit each school on your �nal list.
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